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CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 

By Kate Mason Rowland. 

" Alexandria, December 1, 1761. 

"There was held for the first time, on St. Andrew's Day, the 'elec- 
tion of Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Council of this city.' The 
office of Recorder of Alexandria was conferred on James Lowrie, 
M. D. Mr. William Ramsay, ' first projector and founder of this 
promising city,' was invested with gold chain and medal. Upon 
one side was represented ' the infant state of Alexandria and its 
commodious harbor,' with these words in the legend: Alexandria 
Translate, and Benate Auspice Deo and in the exergue Condita 
Peg" Geo. II., An. Dom. 1749. The reverse has this inscrip- 
tion : Dig m0 Dom™ Gulielmo Ramsay Homulo Alexandria JJrbisq 
Patri Gonsuli Primo Bene Merente An. Dom. 1761. 

" The election being ended, the Lord Mayor, aldermen, and com- 
mon council, preceded by officers of state, sword and mace bearers, 
etc., and accompanied by many gentlemen of the town and coun- 
try, made a grand procession to different quarters of the city with 
drums, trumpets, a band of music, and colors flying. The com- 
pany wore blue sashes with crosses, in compliment to the day, and, 
upon the whole, made a splendid appearance. Crowds of specta- 

to Barbadoes, and that he left the island for Virginia in the ship Barbadoes, 
James Cock, commander, October 1, 1679. The parish registers of St. An- 
drews, Barbadoes, of this date, show that Lieutenant John Sandford had 
seventy-five acres of land there, one man servant, and thirty-three negroes. I 
have given the real names of testatrix and her relatives. The abstract of this 
will shows, therefore, how a member of an Exeter family left his old home 
late in the seventeenth century and settled in the New World, and will be 
doubtless interesting to more than one American reader. " — Practical Heraldry 
by Oharles Worthy, Esq., pp. 168, 169, 170. 

The editor suggests that this family of Sandfords may probably be the same 
as the Sandf ords of Gloucestershire, whose pedigree is given in the visitation of 
1623. . . . Sandford of . . . in Com. Sallop = , and had John Sand- 
ford of Stonehouse in Com. Gloster = , who had William Sandford of Stone- 
house = Dorothy d. of . . . Bassett of Vlye, who had William, Thomas 
and Henry. Of these, William of Lennard Stanley in Com. Gloster m. I s1 
Jane d. of Bic. Bridges of Wotton, m. 2 d Mary d. of Henry Machin of Gloster 
City, and by the last wife had Mary, ux. Thomas Boss, Margery, Jane, William 
Sandford, 23 years old in 1623, John, William, Bichard. Arms. — Per chevron 
gable and ermine, in chief two boars' heads couped close or, an annulet or for 
difference. Orest — A boar's head couped close or, the hilt of a broken sword is- 
suing from the mouth, blade proper, hilt or. 
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tors followed, many on horseback, and several were got on tops 
of houses. Loud acclamations resounded from every mouth, and a 
general joy sparkled in every face. The shipping iu the harbour 
displayed their flags and streamers, and continued firing guns the 
whole afternoon. A very elegant entertainment was prepared at the 
Coffee House, where the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Coun- 
cil dined. In the evening a ball was given by the Scotch gentlemen, 
at which a numerous and brilliant company of ladies danced. The 
night concluded with bonfires, illuminations, and other demonstra- 
tions of joy." 

Maryland Gazette, Decemh., 1761. 



GRACE SHERWOOD, THE VIRGINIA WITCH. 

Communicated by Edward W. James. 
{Concluded from pages 96, 190, and 242.) 
Whereas* on complaint of Luke Hill on behalf of her Majesty y' 
now is ag' Grace Sherwood for a p'son Suspected of witchcraft l & 
having had Sund'y Evidences Sworne ag' her proving Many Cer- 
cumstances to which She could not make any excuse or Little or 
nothing to say in her own Behalf only Seemed to Rely on w' y e 
Court should Doe and there upon consented to be tryed in y" 
water * & Likewise to be Serched againe w ch experiants being tryed 
& She Swiming w n therein & bound contrary To custom & y e Judg' 
of all y e spectators & afterwards being Serched by ffive antient 
weomen who have all Declared on Oath y' She is not like y m nor 
noe Other woman y* they knew of having two things like titts" on 

* The date of this order is 10th July, 1706, the same day as the last order 
in the previous number. The court, it is presumed, adjourned to witness the 
ceremony at what is still known as the witches duck, near William Harper's 
plantation. The ceremony seemed to the justices to justify Grace Sherwood's 
imprisonment till a future trial ; but as the record is entirely silent respecting 
any future procedure, she must have been released, but how long after it can- 
not be said. The history of witchcraft in Virginia would not be complete 
without some reference to several cases which went up to the general court. 
In the Robinson 1'ranscripts are the following entries: 

"December, 1657. — Barbary Wingbrough arraigned for a witch, but ac- 
quitted. Who should pay the witnesses referred to assembly. 

January 12, 1658. — Capt. Barrett had to appear at the admiralty court to 
answer the putting to death of Kate Grady as a witch at sea. 

October 16, 1668. — Alice Stephens accused as a witch, but not cleared. 

November 24, 1668. — Judgment for calling a woman and her children 
witches. Pardon craved." — Editor. 



